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school of religious philosophy. The circumstances under
which this school originated and developed, and its liberal
Catholicism as can be seen from the life-accounts of
Ramanuja and his successors, are quite well known.
Scholars opine that this system came into being in response
to the popular demand and as a solution to the day-to-day

problems of the common man.3

/
Another important aspect of the Srivaisnava school

of thought is that it relies upon the authority of the
Tamil compositions of the God-intoxicated saints called
Alvar-s whose inspired utterances are traditionally
recorded  and  handed  down  under  the  name
Divyaprabandha, running to almost 4,000 in number.
Another stream of tradition that has made this system
a real trivem is the Agama tradition with its two-fold
division as PaScarStra and Vaikbanasa. Inheriting this
inspiring revelation and tradition and combining his own
intuition, Ramanuja built up a meaningful system which
in later years became a symbol of great authority and
developed a vast literature, offering great solace to the
layman tormented and tortured by the trammels of the

worldly life.4

/
As already stated, Nathamuni was the first Srivaisnava

teacher of South India. His two works, the Nyayatattva
and the Yogatahasya are lost to posterity for all practical
purposes. However, some passages of the Nyayatattva
culled from different sources have already been studied
by scholars.5

Yamunacarya, his grandson, known under the popular
name Alavandar, is the next important teacher of this
school.6 He wrote six works bearing upon the Vedic
authority and Agamic validity. His AgamapramSnya
establishes the authority of the Pancaratragama^. He